BOROUGH  OF 


DORCHESTER 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 


MEDICAL  officer’  OF  HEALTH 


and  the 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


for  the  year 


1971 


TABIxE  OF  CONTENTS 


Caravans  

Clean  Air  Acts  . . . 

Conmunicable  Disease 
Death,  Causes  of  . 

Drainage  ...  ... 

Elderly,  V/elfare  of 

Factories  

Food  Hygiene 
Food  Inspection  . . 

Food  Poisoning  . . . 

General  Inspections 
He  al  th  Educ  at  io  n . 

Housing  

Ice-cream 

Introduction  (Medical  Officer  of  Health) 
Introduction  (Chief  Public  Health  Inspecto 

Heat  Inspection  . . 

Members  of  Public  Health  Committee 

Milk  Supplies  

National  Assistance  (iunendment)  Act,  195 

Offices  and  Shops  

Pest  Control  

Pet  iinimals  

Petroleum  . . ...  

Rag  Flock . 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers 

Staff  of  Public  Health  Department  . 
Statistics  . ...  ...  ...  .. 

.'ater  Supplies 


Sage 


31 

32 

9-11  and  33 
8 

30 

12 

33  - 35 
19-21 
23,  24 
24 
32 
12 

16  - 18 
21,  22 
2,  3 
15 

24  - 28 
4 
12 
12 

35,36  and  39 
37,  38 
40 

39 
38 

40 
4 

5-7 
12,  29 


1 


;UimJAL  REPORT  OE  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEILTH 
FOR  THE  YE.IR  1971 


Telephone:  Dorchester  3131 
Extension  470 


The  Colliton  Clinic, 
Clyde  Path  Road, 
Dorchester, 
Dorset. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Dorchester 


I4r  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I submit  a report  for  the  year  1971  when  Dr  K Adams  was  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  Dr  Adams  ceased  his  appointment  on  the  30  September 
but  continued  to  carry  out  the  duties  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  \mtil 
the  31  January  1972. 

You  will  see  from  my  short  report  that  the  population  of  your  Borough 
has  decreased  very  slightly,  that  there  have  been  more  deaths  than  births. 
Among  the  birth  rates  you  will  also  observe  that  the  illegitimate  live  births 
as  a percentage  of  all  live  births  is  higher  in  Dorchester  than  in  England 
and  IJales  as  a whole.  You  will  also  see  that  the  infant  death  rate  is 
very  much  higher  compared  to  the  national  rate  and  is  rerj  much  higher  than 
the  rate  for  last  year.  There  is  nothing  outstanding  either  in  the  death 
rates  or  in  the  causes  of  death,  the  greatest  number  occurring  in  the  age 
groups  65  - 74  and  75  and  over. 

There  would  appear  to  have  been  little  infectious  disease  notified 
and  there  were  no  significant  outbreaks  of  disease.  Cases  of  Measles  were 
limited  to  37  an  improvement  on  last  year's  figure  of  96.  County  Coimcil 
medical  staff  continue  to  carry  out  immunisation  and  vaccination  programmes 
although  vaccination  against  Smallpox  is  not  now  done  by  the  County  staff 
and  is  only  carried  out  in  certain  circumstances  by  the  general  practitioners. 
Tuberculosis  does  not  seem  to  have  increased  despite  the  withdrawal  of  the 
Mass  X-Ray  Service. 

There  were  few  lectures  on  Health  Education  given  to  the  adult 
population  of  Dorchester.  I myself  would  be  glad  to  see  an  increase 
in  these  figures.  I understand  that  there  may  soon  be  a County  Health 
Education  Officer  and  I hope  in  my  next  report  to  be  able  to  report 
thoir  co-operation  on  this  matter. 

Although  no  nevr  housing  schemes  have  been  completed  this  year  by 
the  Dorchester  Borough  Council  the  Department  is  well  aware  of  the 
number  of  elderly  people  who  will  in  the  future  require  rehousing  on 
medical  grounds. 
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DorcliGster ' s milk  supplies  continue  to  be  carefully  guarded  by  the 
County  Kilk  Sampling  Officer  and  in  1971  70  samples  were  taken. 

I would  like  to  thank  llirs  Dcnner  for  her  able  co-operation  which 
allowed  me  to  compile  a report  of  somebody  else's  work  and  which  I hope 
will  at  least  show  some  of  the  effort  which  Dr  Adams  put  into  his  task 
of  supervising  the  health  of  your  Borough. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


E E Hodgson 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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AIH'KJAL  REPORT  OP  TEE  lEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1971 


Telephone;  Dorchester  4371 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Dorchester  3131,  Ext.  470 


The  Public  Health  Department, 
Municipal  Offices, 

North  Square, 

Dorchester, 

Dorset. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COIvIMITTEE  1971 

Cllr.  P.D.  Holmes,  J.P.,  Chairman 
Cllr.  ¥.H.  Christopher,  Vice-Cliairman 

His  ¥orship  the  Mayor,  Cllr.  H.  Durrant  (ex-officio) 

Aid.  I'trs.  N.O.  Jackman,  J.P. 

Aid.  Mrs.  E.K.  Hallett,  J.P. 

Aid.  U.E.  Bowering 
Aid.  R.R.  Collins 

Cllr.  H.C.  Pearce  (Died  2 August  1 971 ) 

Cllr.  Mrs.  G.G.  Powell 
Cllr.  L.K.  Phillips 
Cllr.  J.M.  Matthews,  B.Sc. 

Cllr.  C.L.  Hunt 

Cllr.  N.A.  Bailey,  M.A.,  Ph.D.  (From  2 November  1 971 ) 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

K.J.  Adams,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

(Resigned  3c  September  1 971 ) 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

C. P.  Allard,  D.P.A.,  P.R.S.E.,  P.A.P.H.I. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector. 

P.  Bryning,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector. 

D. H.  Keir  (Resigned  19  February  1 971 ) 

R.  Gittings  (Commenced  14  April  1971  - Resigned  31  December  1 971 ) 

Clerk/Shorthand  Typists. 

Miss  S.E.  Carr 
I'lrs.  S.J.  Denner 


LOCAL  STATISTICS 


1971 

1970 

Area  (in  acres) 

1 ,673 

1,673 

Number  of  habitable  houses 

4,470 

4,405 

Population  (mid-year  estimate  1 971 ) 

13,720 

13,760 

Rateable  Value 

£766,969 

£746,963 

(As  at  1 st  April  1 971 ) 

Sum  represented  by  1 p Rate 

£7,450 

£3,030  ( 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births  (Registered) 

MLE 

FEEiLE 

: TOTAL 

Live  Births  Total 

90 

83 

173 

Legitimate 

83 

75 

158 

Illegitimate 

7 

8 

15 

Stillbirths  Total 

3 

1 

4 

Legitimate 

3 

1 

4 

Illegitimate 

“ 

— 

— 

Deaths  (Registered) 

Total  Deaths  all  ages 

104 

107 

211 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year 

Legitimate 

5 

1 

6 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks 

Legitimate 

2 

- 

2 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 week 

Legitimate 

2 

— 

2 

Illegitimate 

- 

1 

1 

In  calculating  birth  and  death  rates  area  comparability  factors  are  used. 

This  is  the  figure  given  by  the  Registrar  General 

to  correct  irregularities 

in  the  age  and  sex  structure  of  the  population  and  to  take 

into  account  any 

high  mortality  due  to  the  presence  of  residential 

institutions  or 

other 

establislffiiGnts  in  the  local  area. 

The  local  cirude  rate  is  multiplied  hy  the  area  comparability  factor  to 
give  a rate  comparable  with  other  parts  of  the  country. 
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The  following  f igiires  show  hirth  and  death  rates  in  comparison  with  the 
figures  for  England  and  Vales,  that  is  the  national  figure. 


Live  Birth  Rates 

Dorchester  Borough 

England  & Vales 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000 
population  (Crude  Rate) 

12.6 

16 

Area  Comparability  Factor 

1 .07 

1 .00 

Adjusted  Rate 

13.5 

16.0 

Illegitimate  live  births  as  a 
percentage  of  the  live  births 

9 

8 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1 ,000 
total  live  and  stillbirths 

23 

12 

Death  Rate  all  ages 

Deaths  per  1 ,000  population 
(Crude  Rate) 

15.4 

11.6 

Area  Comparability  Factor 

.77 

1 .00 

Adjusted  Rate 

11.9 

11  .6 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

Deaths  under  1 year  per  1 , 000 
live  births 

40 

18 

Legitimate  - per  1 ,000  legitimate 
live  births 

38 

17 

Illegitimate  - per  1 ,000 
illegitimate  live  births 

67 

24 

Reonatal  - deaths  under 

4 weeks  per  1 ,000  total  live 
births 

17 

12 

Early  neonatal  - under  1 week 
per  1 ,000  total  live  births 

17 

10 

Perinatal  - (Stillbirths  + 
deaths  under  1 week  combined) 
per  1 ,000  total  live  and 
stillbirths 

40 

22 
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COMMENTS  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS 


It  is  apparent  from  these  statistics  that  there  were  not  enough 
births  to  offset  the  deaths  in  the  Borough  this  year.  This  may  bo 
accounted  for  by  the  national  effort  towards  planned  parenthood  combined 
with  the  implementation  of  the  Abortion  Act  1967,  also  that  Dorset  as 
a county  has  become  a retirement  area  - and  Dorchester  Borough  has  its 
fair  share  of  these  elderly  retired.  There  was  also  a rise  in  the  infant 
mortality  local  rate,  this  being  40  per  thousand  live  births  compared 
with  the  national  rate  of  18,  This  figure  would  have  been  lower  but  for 
the  circumstances  of  one  infant  death  included  in  the  Borough’s  total. 

Although  the  Borough' s birth  rate  is  low  the  number  of  illegitimate 
births  as  a percentage  of  live  births  is  higher  than  that  of  the  national 
figure,  that  is  for  England  and  Wales,  9 to  8,  and  the  stillbirth  rate 
per  thousand  total  live  and  stillbirths  is  23  in  the  Borough  as  against 
12  in  England  and  Wales, 
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CAUSES  07  DEATH 


1 971  1 970 


Code  Male  Female  Male  Female 


B19(l) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity  etc. 

1 

B19(2) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus 

- 

1 

- 

- 

B19(3) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

4 

1 

2 

6 

B19(4) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

1 

2 

6 

3 

B19(5) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Larynx 

- 

- 

2 

- 

B19(6) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

5 

1 

5 

1 

B19(7) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

- 

3 

- 

5 

B19(9) 

Itolignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate 

2 

- 

2 

- 

B19(10) 

Leukaemia 

— 

- 

1 

— 

B19(11) 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

5 

5 

3 

4 

B21 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

2 

- 

- 

1 

B46(4) 

Multiple  Sclerosis 

- 

1 

— 

- 

B46(5) 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

- 

1 

2 

1 

B26 

Chronic  Rhevimatic  Heart  Disease 

2 

1 

3 

1 

B27 

Hypertensive  Disease 

4 

2 

2 

4 

B28 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

26 

20 

21 

25 

B29 

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease 

7 

12 

6 

3 

B50 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

14 

24 

6 

21 

B46(6) 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

4 

15 

4 

4 

B51 

Influenza 

- 

1 

1 

- 

B32 

Pneumonia 

13 

12 

10 

13 

B33(1) 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

4 

1 

5 

3 

B46(7) 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

- 

- 

1 

B34 

Peptic  Ulcer 

- 

- 

1 

1 

B36 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

- 

1 

- 

- 

B37 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

- 

- 

— 

B46(8) 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

2 

- 

1 

- 

B38 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

- 

- 

- 

B46(9) 

Other  Diseases,  Gen ito-Ur inary  System 

1 

- 

- 

1 

B42 

Congenital  Anomalies 

3 

1 

2 

- 

B43 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

1 

- 

- 

- 

B45 

SyDitoms  and  111  Defined  Conditions 

- 

1 

- 

- 

*BE48 

xAll  Other  Accidents 

- 

1 

1 

2 

BE49 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 

*Accidents  not  due  to  motor  vehicles. 

104 

poisoning 

107 

, fire 

1 

88 

etc . 

100 

Death  rates  are  consistent  with  the  National  Death  Rate  and  the 
CO.USOS  of  death  show  that  Ischaemic  Heart  Disease.  Cerebrovascular  Disease 
followed  by  pneumonia  (mainly  in  the  elder  groups)  were  the  main  causes 
of  death. 
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CONTROL  OF  COIS^'inNIGABLB  DISEASE 


(a)  Diseases  against  which  routine  immunisation  is  offered; 
Tuberculosis 

The  following  table  shows  the  position  for  the  year  I97I;- 

Number  of  oases  on  register  at  1 January  10 

New  cases  notified  during  year 

Transfers  into  area  during  year  - 

10 

Number  recovered  during  year 
Number  moved  away  in  year 

Died  - 

Number  remaining  on  31  December  10 


It  vj-ill  be  seen  from  this  that  there  were  no  new  cases,  no  transfers 
and  no  deaths  in  1971  in  the  Dorchester  Borough  area. 

Hass  x-ray  facilities  have  been  withdraxm  for  sometime  and  there 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  an  increase  in  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis 
since  their  withdraw'al. 

Diphtheria,  Nhooping  Cough.  Tetanus  and  Poliomyelitis 

Immunisation  against  these  diseases  is  continued  by  the  County 
Council  medical  service  to  young  babies,  pre-entry  school  children  and 
if  desired  at  12  years  of  age.  As  a result  of  this  there  was  only  one 
VJho oping  Cough  case  notified  during  the  year,  no  Diphtheria,  no  Tetanus 
and  no  Poliomyelitis. 

Measles 


The  number  of  cases  for  1971  is  37  and  this  low  figure  shows  the 
benefit  of  the  immunisation  programme  against  Measles  carried  out  by 
the  local  health  authority. 

Rubella 

Vaccination  against  Rubella  (German  Measles)  continues  to  be 
offered  to  all  girls  between  their  11th  and  14th  birthdays  but  some 
time  will  elapse  before  the  reduction  in  births  of  children  handicapped 
by  Rubella  in  the  mother  can  be  noted. 

Smallpox 


Smallpox  vaccinations  are  now  carried  out  in  special  cases  by  the 
family  doctors  concerned  and  was  xirithdraxm  as  a public  health  service 
in  November  1971. 
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The  following  table  shov;s  the  statistics  for  vacm* -nation  and 
immunisation  carried  out  in  the  Borough  of  Dorchester  and  we  are 
indebted  to  the  Department  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
these  figures. 


Poliomyelitis 

Diphtheria 

Tetanus 

Mho oping 

Smallpox 

Measles 

Rubella 

P 

R 

P 

R 

P R 

Cough 

P R 

P 

R 

P 

P 

155 

355 

134 

178 

136  302 

126  31 

58 

6 

102 

115 

P = Primary  course 
R = Reinforcing  dose 


(b)  Infections  against  which  routine  immunisation  is  not  offered; 

Infective  Jaundice 


There  were  4 cases  of  Infective  Jaundice  but  there  did  not  seem 
to  be  any  continuations.  One  case  V7as  a student  from  a Midland  universit; 
one  was  a housewife,  one  school  child  ac  a local  school  and  another  in  a 
Dorchester  home. 

Brucellosis 

Brucellosis  is  not  a notifiable  disease  but  there  has  been  much 
discussion  at  Government  level  for  the  possibility  of  a scheme  for  the 
eradication  of  Brucellosis  from  herds  of  dairy  cattle.  The  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  keep  a very  regular  and  close  watch  on 
herds  in  Dorset  and  milk  is  examined  by  the  "three  ring  test"  regularly 
for  any  evidence  of  Brucellosis  infection.  One  case  was  reported  in 
1971  due  to  direct  contact  with  an  infected  animal. 

Food  Poisoning  and  Dysentery 

Two  cases  of  suspected  Pood  Poisoning  were  notified  during  the 
year.  There  v^ere  no  cases  of  Dysentery. 

The  suspected  Pood  Poisoning  cases  xrere  due  to  the  Salmonella 
bacillus  but  there  were  no  satisfactory  histories  and  no  connection 
between  the  cases. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (AI-EKDMT)  ACT  1951 


It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  this  Act  by  which 
persons  living  in  insanitary  conditions,  unable  to  care  for  themselves, 
not  receiving  help  from  others  and  unwilling  to  go  to  hospital  can  be 
removed  to  places  of  safety  on  an  order  signed  by  a Magistrate. 

NELFARB  OF  THE  ELDERLY 


Social  welfare  of  the  aged  was  taken  over  by  the  Social  Services 
Department  on  1 April  1971  and  there  is  good  co-operation  between  that 
department  and  the  Public  Health  Department  and  voluntary  services. 

The  meals-on-wheels  services  in  the  Borough  is  run  by  the  VJRVS  and 
all  the  meals  for  the  Borough  are  prepared  at  St.  Osmunds  School  Dorchester, 
costing  the  recipient  6p  and  lip.  They  prepared  3,12?  meals  for  the 
people  residing  in  the  Borough  during  1 971 . 

■\DULT  HEALTH  EDUCATION 

There  v/ere  6 Health  Education  talks  given  in  Dorchester  Borough 
in  1971.  Three  on  Dental  Hygiene,  one  on  Mothercraft  and  Child  Care, 
one  on  Health  and  Health  Services  and  one  on  Immunisation.  These 
talks  were  given  by  Health  Visitors  except  the  talks  on  Dental  Hygiene. 

MILK  SAMPLES 


70  milk  samples  were  taken  in  Dorchester  Borough  by  the  Dorset 
County  Co-uncil  sampling  officers.  There  were  no  failures  during  1971. 

FLUORIDATION  OF  HATER 


Water  containing  1 part  per  million  of  Fluoride  is  accepted  by 
the  various  medical  associations  (the  British  Medical  Association, 
British  Dental  Association,  the  United  States  Public  Health  Department 
etc.)  as  being  the  amount  of  fluoride  contained  in  water  supplies 
to  give  the  greatest  benefit  to  children's  first  and  second  dentitions. 

Dorchester  Borough 

Water  supplies  from  Bridport  Road  source  and  Eagle  Lodge  source 
contain  .05  parts  per  million  of  fluoride. 

FOOD  HYGIENE  (FiARKETS,  STALLS  AND  DELIVERY  VEHICLES)  REGULATIONS  1966 

A report  was  made  on  the  meat,  fish  and  dairy  produce  stalls  in 
the  market  and  comments  regarding  the  positioning  of  the  cattle  lorry 
washing  facilities  came  under  consideration  for  removal. 
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Telephone  ( Office ) : 
Dorchester  4371 


Office, 


Public  Heaith  Inspectors ' 
North  Square, 
DOHCEOST:^. 


hajA,  1972. 


To  the  Ma^^or,  Aldermen  and  Coxmcillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Dorchester. 

Annual  Report  for  1971» 

The  form  in  vdiich  I have  presented  the  annual  reicort  on  the  vrork  of 
the  public  health  inspectors  has  remained  unchanged  for  many  years.  I 
thought  that  it  vi^ould  stimulate  further  interest  in  our  work  if  the 
presentation  was  changed.  I have  talcen  out  some  of  the  general  tables 
(e.g,  inspections,  complaints,  notices)  which  appeared  in  previous  reports 
and  incorporated  the  statistics  in  the  relevant  sections.  The  information 
which  is  required  statutorily^  is  of  course  included.  The  report  is 
divided  into  the  follov/ing  main  sections 

A.  Housing. 

B.  Pood  inspection  and  food  hygiene. 

C.  General  public  health. 

D.  Other  duties. 

I should  like  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  Council  for 
their  support,  in  particular  to  the  Chairmen  of  Committees.  I should  like 
to  thanlc  also  my  colleagvies  in  the  Public  Health  and  other  Deyrartments  for 
their  help  and  advice,  and  to  mention  especially  Dr.  K.  J.  Adaras,  yovx- 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  from  June,  I9SA  to  September,  1971«  I shall 
remain  grateful  to  Dr.  Adams  for  the  happy  relationsliij)  we  established 
and  for  the  helpful  and  souind  advice  he  offered  on  ouir  co.mon  problems. 


Chief  Public  Health 


Inspector. 
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SECTION  A 


H 0 U S I K C 


1 . HONS  ETC  INSPECTIONS 

The  duties  of  the  public  health  inspectors  in  the  field  of  housing 
include  the  following 

(a)  clearance,  demolition  and  closhig  of  unfit  houses; 

(b)  repair  and  improvement  of  houses; 

(c)  overcrovfding  and  other  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions; 

(d)  work  in  connection  with  rent  controls o 


In^'ections  of  dw^elling  houses 

319 

Re -inspect ions  of  dvralling 

houses 

85 

Inspections  re  overcrov/ding  or  other 

T-insatisf actory  housing  conditions 

3 

Other  visits 

7 

Informal  notices 

Served 

7 

Complied  vd.th 

3 

Statutory  notices 
under  the  Hoiising 

Acts 

Served 

0 

Complied  with 

0 

Sta.tutory  notices 
under  the  Public 

Health  Acts 

. 

Served 

2 

Complied  with 

3 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Borough. 

2.  CIEAlhmCE,  DEIvIOLlTION  AITE  CLOSBTC  OP  LHFIT  HOUSES 

The  action  talcen  by  the  Council  during  the  year  in  respect  of'unfit 
houses  (not  capable  of  repair  at  a reasonable  cost)  is  summarised  overleaf. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  approximately  forty  unfit  houses 
earmarked  for  subsequent  action  under  the  Housing  Acts. 
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T-- 

j Clearance  areas  declared 

NIL 

r — 

Demolition  Orders  made 

NIL 

Closing  Orders  made 

I 

2 

Unfit  houses  (including  11  previously/ 
closed)  purchased  by  agreement 

I 

19 

1 

Houses  demolished 

19  ! 
1 

Houses  reconditioned  and  Closing  Orders 
revoked 

Parts  of  houses  reconditioned  and  Closing 
Order  on  part  revoked 

1 1 

1 

Families  rehoused  from  unfit  houses 

8 

Persons  rehoused  from  unfit  houses 

1A 

3.  RBFiilR  MD  D/IPr^Qm^i-lTT  OF  HOUSJiS 

The  Coimcil  has  povi^ers  under  the  Housing  Acts  and  the  Public  Health 
Acts  to  secure  the  repair  of  houses.  Six  houses  v/ere  repaired  during  the 
year. 

Standajrd  Grants  and  Improvement  Grants  under  the  Housing  Acts  enable 
the  Council  to  encourage  the  improvement  of  houses  by  the  piuvision  of  the 
standard  amenities  or  by  bringing  the  housv^s  up  to  tho  "t\/olvc -point” 
standard.  The  progress  in  the  improvement  of  houses,  work  which  is 
undertaken  in  conjunction  wath  the  Borough  Surveyor,  is  summarised  belov/. 


Standard 

Grants 

Applications  received 

33 

Ai^plications  approved 

26 

Houses  improved  dixring 
the  year 

32 

Amount  of  grant  paid 

£5,687 

t 

Improvement 

Grants 

Applications  received 
(No.  of  houses) 

1 

i 

31 

Applications  a^:proved 
(No.  of  houses) 

30 

j 

Amount  of  grant  approved 

£12,920 
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The  siirvey  of  housing  conditions  in  the  Borough,  v/hich  the  Govincil  had 
agreed  in  1970  should  he  undertaken,  was  coaimenced  during  1971.  By  the 
end  of  the  year  tvra  hundred  and  fifty-three  houses  had  been  inspected. 

After  inspection  action  is  talcen  on  the  following  lines 

(a)  houses  v/hich  are  unfit  and  not  cax^able  of  repair  at  a reasonable 

expense  - reported  to  the  Public  Health  Conenittee  for  action  under 
the  Housing  Act,  1957; 

(b)  houses  which  are  unfit  but  capable  of  reconditioning  and  improvement  - 

informal  action  taken  on  these  properties; 

(c)  houses  which  req\,iire  improveijcnt  - an  informal  approach  made  to  owners 

before  reporting  to  the  Housing  Committee; 

(d)  houses  in  multiple  occupation  - if  informal  action  is  not  effective 

in  bringing  such  houses  up  to  a satisfactory  staiidard  then  details 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Committee; 

(e)  buildings  subject  to  section  60  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 

referring  to  means  of  escape  from  fire  - an  informal  approach  made 
to  ov/ners  before  reporting  to  the  Public  Health  Coiranittee. 

A.  OVPRCROv.PINC  AICD  OTHER  UI^lSATISFACTORY  HOUSII-tC  CONDITIONS 


Reports  upon  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions  are  submitted  to  the 
Town  Clerk  and  the  Housing  Sub -Commit  toe.  In  appropi'iatc  cases,  when  the 
Sub-Co.iraittee  is  able  to  rehouse  the  families  concerned,  action  is  taloen 
by  the  public  health  inspectors  to  secirre  an  improvement  in  the  conditions 
of  the  house  or  flat  before  it  is  relet. 

5.  REIH?  COMROL 

Subject  to  a house  or  flat  being  in  a satisfactory  condition,  or 
subject  to  proposals  being  submitted  for  its  irrprovement , a landlord  may 
apjply  under  the  Housing  Act,  1969,  for  a qualification  certificate.  If 
the  application  is  granted  the  landlord  may  then  approach  the  Rent  Officer 
for  a fain  rent  to  be  determined. 

The  following  applications  were  dealt  with:- 


Dwellings  in  good 
repair  and 
provided  with 
standard  amenities 
(section  A5) 

- 

Applications  received 

15 

Applications  granted 

8 

Applications  refused 

5 

Dwellings  in  v/Iaich 
it  is  proposed  to 
provide  the 
standard  amenities 
(section  A6) 

1 

1 

Applications  received 

7 

Applications  gi-anted 

7 

Applications  refused 

I'TIL 

. 
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SECTION  B - FOOD  IN;3PjI;CTIOH 

AND  FOOD  HYOIENE 

6.  FOOD  HY03ENE  - FOOD  PREIvIISSS 

The  previous  Regulations  of  196O  were  repealed  by  the  Food  Hygiene 
(General)  Regulations,  1970,  which  came  into  force  on  1st  March,  1971* 

The  Regulations  cover  the  follomng  points 

(a)  the  cleanliness  of  premises  used  for  the  purposes  of  a food  busiiess 

and  of  the  equipment  that  is  used; 

(b)  the  hygienic  handling  of  food; 

(c)  the  cleanliness  of  persons  engaged  in  the  Imndling  of  food  and  of  their 

clothing,  and  the  action  to  be  taken  v/here  they  suffer  from  or  are  the 
carriers  of  certain  infections  likely  to  cause  food  poisoning; 

(d)  the  construction  of  premises  used  for  the  purposes  of  a food  business 

and  their  repair  and  maintenance; 

(e)  the  provision  of  water  supply  and  washing  facilities; 

(f)  the  proper  disposal  of  waste  material; 

(g)  the  temperatures  at  which  certain  foods  are  to  be  kept  on  catering 

premises. 

The  premises  subject  to  the  above  Regulations  are  shown  in  the 
following  table. 


Manufacturers  and  processors 

Z 

'Wholesalers 

7 

Bakehouses 

1 

Total:  Wholesale  proniises 

10 



Butchers 

9 

Fishmongers 

6 

Flour  conf'ectioners 

7 

Grocers,  provision  merchants  an.d 

general  shops 

32 

Fruiterers  and  greengrocers 

6 

Sugar  confectioners 

15 

Off  licences 

3 

Total:  Retail  premises 

78 

Hotels 

12 

Restaurants  and  cafes 

2k. 

Works  canteens 

5 

School  canteens 

11 

Residential  catering  establislmicnts 

9 

Public  houses 

16 

Licensed  clubs 

10 

Occasional  catering  establishments 

19 

j 

Total:  Catering  premises 

106 

TOT.Gi 

\ 

1 

194  1 
1 
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In  addition  to  the  above  premisos  the  follov/ing  are  subject  to 
inspection  by  the  public  health  insi^ectors  under  various  legislation. 


Slaughterhouse  s 

2 

Milk  distributors 

5 

Bread  distributors 

3 

Hospitals 

3 

Street  and  market  traders 

30 

TOTAL 

^3 

The  work  of  the  public  health  inspectors  during  the  year  is  summarised 
below. 


Visits  to  food  premises 

3A4 

Informal  notices 

Served 

67 

Complied  with 

hA 

Statutory  notices 
under  the  Food  and 

Drugs  Acts 

Served 

0 

Complied  with 

0 

Complaints  re  food  hygiene 

3 1 

7.  FOOD  I-ErG-IETlE  - FOOD  STALEYS  AhD  VTIIIGLES 

The  Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  StrHls  and  Deliver^^  Vehicles)  Regulations, 
1966,  sot  out  the  standards  of  food  hygiene  to  bo  observed  on  food  stalls 
and  vehicles.  Proceedings  v/ere  taken  against  the  proprietor  of  a hot  dog 
stall  for  eighteen  contraventions  of  the  Regulations  observed  over  a period 
of  four  v/ceks  at  kv/o  vehicles.  The  Court  found  the  defendant  guilty  on 
all  counts  and  imposed  fines  and  costs  totalling  £159» 


Inspections  of  markets,  stalls  or 
delivery  vehicles 

1A2 

Informal  notices 

— 

Served 

7 

Complied  with 

2 

Statutory  notices 
under  the  Food  and 

Drugs  Acts 

Served 

0 

Complied  with 

0 
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8.  LIQUID  EGG  (PASTEDRISIMC;)  REGULATIONS,  1963> 

There  arc  no  egg  pasteurising  ijlants  in  the  Borough. 


9,  FOOD  PHEIalSES  - HE&ISTRATIOLB 

The  registers  kept  by  the  Department  shov/  the  follov/ing  entries. 


1 1 
! 

Food  and  Drugs 

Act,  1955  - 

section  16 

for  the  sale  or 
manufacture  or 
storage  of  ice-cream 

^ 

3A- 

for  the  preparation 
or  msjiufacturc  of 
meat  products  or 
lere  served  foods 

...  ... 

Milk  and  Dairies 
(General) 

Regulations,  I960 

distributors  with 
premises  within  the 
Borough 

3 

distributors  trading 
from  outside  the 
Borough 

2 

retail  shops  selling 
bottled  milk  only 

28 

Visits  by  public 
health  inspectors 

! 

ice-cream  premises 

50 

meat  products  and 
preserved  food 
premises 

10 

dairies  and  milk 
shops  (not  recorded 
elsewhere) 

0 

Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  19^3,  the  duty  of 
licensing  dealers  in  designated  milk  (]pasteurised,  sterilised,  ultra-heat 
treated  and  untreated)  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Dorset  County  Council, 
who  are  the  Pood  and  Dmags  Authority. 

10,  ICE-CREAvI 


There  is  no  legal  standard  for  the  cleanliness  of  ice-cream  and  the 
results  of  samples  taken  are  judged  on  the  following  provisional  standard: - 

Over  a six -monthly  period,  50  per  cent  of  a vendor's  samples  should 
fall  into  Grade  1,  80  per  cent  into  Grades  1 and  2,  not  more  than 
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20  per  cent  into  Grade  3 and  none  into  Grade  4* 

If  a source  of  ice-cream  fails  to  comply  with  the  provisional 
standard  w’e  are  dependent  upon  the  good\7ill  arid  co-operation  of  the 
manufacturer.  In  such  cases  the  manufactirer  and  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  of  the  district  where  the  factor^/-  is  situated  are  informed  of 
the  unsatisfactory  results. 

fhe  national  manufacturers  of  ice-cream  maintain  a very  higli  standard 
of  pre-packed  article  and  therefore  there  is  little  pvrpose  in  taking 
numerous  samples  of  such  ice-cream.  iJo  samples  of  pre-packed  ice-cream 
were  talcen . 

Sixty-five  samples  of  bulk  supplies  of  ice-creami  were  taicen  from 
hotels,  restaurants  and  mobile  vans.  Again  tiiese  can  be  expected  to  be 
produced  to  a high  standard  but  if  not  correctly  stored  and  iiandled  once 
the  cans  have  been  opened  obviously  the  condition  of  the  ice-cream  vvill 
deteriorate.  The  purpose  of  this  sampling,  therefore,  is  to  chock  that 
storage  conditions  arc  satisfactory  and,  by  taking  samples  both  with  a 
sterile  spatula  and  the  servers  in  use,  that  the  servers  arc  efficiently 
cleansed. 

A much  wider  variation  in  bacterial  condition  is  found  in  soft  ice- 
cream because  of  the  need  to  establish  and  maintain  a satisfactory  routine 
for  clearsing  and  sterilising  the  macliincry  used.  If  there  is  the  least 
rclo.xation  in  this  standard  then  unsatisfactory  samjplcs  can  be  expected. 

The  results  of  the  be.cteriological  examination  of  seventy-four 
sarap'lcs  of  ice-cream  arc  shown  below. 


Grade 

Bulk 

ice-cream 

Pre-packed 

ice-cream 

Soft 

ice-cream 

Provisional  Grade  1 

46 

- 

6 

Provisional  Grade  2 

11 

- 

1 

Provisional  Grade  3 

2 

" 

2 

Provisional  Grade  4 

6 

- 

- 

TOTilLS 

I 

65 

9 
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11.  FOOD  INSEECTION 


The  work  of  the  public  health  insi^ectors  under  this  heading  includes 
the  inspection  of  all  foods  (whether  stored,  offered  or  sold),  checking  of 
and  advice  on  shelf  lives  and  coding  of  foods  and  the  investigation  of 
complaints. 

ihi  anal3’'sis  of  tv^enty  complaints  of  the  condition  of  foods  is  given 
below. 


Foreign  objects  in  food 

Mould  in  foods 

Canned  oranges 
Cornish  pasty 

Bread 

Cream  cheese 

Cream 

5 

Unsound  food 

Sausage  meat 
Sausages 

Potato  chips 

Pish 

Fruit  fool 

Meat  (2) 

Omelette 

Chicken 

9 

Proceedings  were  talcen  under  section  8 of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act, 
1955,  in  respect  of  (a)  the  sale  and  (b)  the  offering  for  sale  of  unsound 
(mouldy)  fresh  cream  dessert.  The  defendant  Company  was  fined  D25  on 
each  charge  and  ordered  to  pa.y  £21  advocate's  fees. 

During  the  year,  in  addition  to  ice-cream  and  slaughterhouse  meat 
specimens  noted  elsuvihere  in  this  roxDort,  \~ro  submitted  two  hundred  and 
three  samples  of  food  for  examina.tion.  I should  like  to  record  my  thanks 
to  Dr.  C,  H.  Tee,  the  Director,  and  his  staff  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  their  help  which  is  so  readily  given. 

The  quantities  of  food  found  to  be  unsound  and  voluntarily 
surrendered  to  the  Department  for  disposal  are  shown  overleaf.  The  food 
is  seirrendered  at  the  office  of  the  inspectors  and  disposed  of  by 
burying  at  the  Coincil's  refuse  tip. 
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Canned  or  other 
pre-packed  foods 
(weight  in  lbs . ) 

Meat  and  fish 

250 

Fruit 

1,467 

Vegetables 

461 

Frozen  foods 

3,134 

I'ii  s c e 1 lane  ous 

32d 

Other  (o]pen) 
foods 

(weight  in  lbs.) 

Meat  (including 
bacon) 

321 

Cooked  meats  and 
meat  products 

2C4 

Pish 

135 

FrLiit  and 
vegetables 

565 

Pat  products 

26 

Cheese 

1 

Total  weight  (lbs.) 

6,892 

Poultry  Inspection 

There  are  now  no  poultry  processing  premises  in  the  Borougii. 
12.  FOOD  POISONING 


The  public  health  inspectors  made  eleven  visits  in  connection  with 
the  investigation  into  cases  or  alleged  cases  of  food  poisoning. 

13.  MEAT  INSPECTION 

Two  premises  within  the  Borough  are  licensed  for  use  as  private 
slaughterhouses.  Prom  both  si aughtei houses  a v/holesale  butcher's  trade 
is  conducted. 


The  carcase  and  offals  of  each  animal  are  inspected  in  detail  hy 
a public  health  inspector  in  accordance  v/ith  the  instructions  set  out  in 
the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963*  When  satisfied  that  the  carcase 
is  fit  for  human  consumption  the  insi^ector  stamps  the  carcase  (four  times 
for  cattle,  tv/ice  for  other  animals).  The  mark  of  an  inspector 
identifies  the  district  in  \'7hich  the  animal  is  oxanined  and  the  inspector. 

The  public  health  inspectors  are  also  responsible  for  enforcing  the 
Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  the  Slaugliterhouses  (Prevention  of 
Cruelty)  Regulations  and  the  Meat  (Sterilisation)  Regulations.  Under  the 
last  mentioned  Regulations  meat  and  offals  which  are  rejected  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption  are  required  to  be  sterilised,  being  transported  to 
the  sterilising  plant  in  locked  containers  or  vehicles. 


Animals  slaughtered 

24,931 

Whole  carcases  rejected 

113 

Approximate  weight 

for  tuberculosis 

0^04- 

of  meat  and  offals 
rejected  (tons) 

for  other 
conditions 

15.20 

Visits  to  slaugliterhouses  by  public 

1,657 

health  insr^ectors 

The  principal  causes  for  rejection  of  carcases  as  vinfit  for  human 
consumption,  classified  in  accordance  vvith  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations, 
are  sho^wi  on  page  28. 

Cysticercosis. 

Cysticercus  bovis  is  the  cj^stic  form  of  human  taeniasis  (tape-worm 
in  man)  and  all  cattle  inspected  were  subject  to  routine  examination  of 
the  head,  tongue  and  heart  for  the  detection  of  c;,  sts.  Five  cases  of 
viable  c;)''sts  were  found  in  these  locations  and  the  carcases  of  these 
animals  subjected  to  further  examination.  Ho  further  cysts  being 
found,  all  these  carcases  were  classified  as  localised  cases  of 
cysticercosis.  The  affected  offals  v»rere  rejected  and  the  I'emaining 
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offals,  together  with  the  cai-case,  were  subject  to  refrigeration  at 
prescribed  temperatures  before  being  released  for  consumption.  (if  upon 
further  examination  the  cysts  are  found  to  be  generalised  the  v/hole 
carcase  and  offals  are  rejected  as  unfit  for  h\iman  consmiption.) 

A small  number  of  sheep  were  found  to  be  affected  vmth  cysticcrcus 
ovis.  This  condition  is  the  cystic  form  of  taeniasis  in  dogs.  The 
affected  parts  are  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumiotion  and  the 
reiminder  of  the  carcase  is  passed. 

There  is  also  a cystic  form  of  human  taeniasis  found  in  pigs 
(cysticcrcus  cellulosae)  but  this  was  not  detected  in  routine  examinations. 

Laboratory  Facilities  - 

The  facilities  of  the  Fublic  Health  Laboratory,  which  is  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  G.  H.  Tee,  are  available  for  the  examination  of  specimens 
from  carcases.  Four  specimens  from  carcases  i/ere  submitted  in  1971* 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958. 

Fifteen  slaughtermen  employed  at.  the  local  slaughterhouses  were 
licensed  to  slaughter  or  stun  cattle,  calves,  sheep,  pigs  and  goats  v/ith 
a mechcanically  operated  instnment  of  the  captive  bolt  pistol  type  or  an 
electrically  operated  instrument  (clectrolethaler) . No  licences  to 
slaughter  horses  v/ithin  the  Borough  have  been  issued. 


Carcases  and  offals  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  pax‘t . 


Cattle 

ex 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Niomber  killed 

1,000 

923 

12,A59 

3,360 

3,209 

Number  inspected 

1,000 

923 

12,A39 

3,360 

3,209 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci 

YiHiole  carcases  condemned 

k 

13 

33 

27 

3A 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  v/as  condemned 

280 

373 

2,091 

1,03A 

1,910 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  v/ith 
diseases  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

28.  AO 

63.  A9 

17.09 

20.17 

37.32 

Tuberculosis  only 

viTiole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  pant 
or  organ  was  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

Percentage  of  the  numiber 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

0.13 

Cyst icerco sis 

Carcases  of  v/hich  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

A 

1 

3 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

j 

A 

1 

— 

- 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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Principal  Causes  of  Rejection 


Cattle 

■i 

ex 

Cov/s 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

ilnaemia  (advanced) 

Bruising  (extensive  and 
severe) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Emaciation  (pathological) 

- 

- 

- 

6 

6 

12 

Fever 

1 

- 

19 

2 

6 

28 

Jaundice 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

Mastitis  (acute  septic) 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Oedema  (generalised) 

- 

4 

2 

12 

3 

21 

Pericarditis  (acute  septic) 

Peritonitis  (acute  diffuse 

- 

1 

- 

1 

3 

5 

septic) 

Pleurisy  (acute  diffuse 

1 

3 

1 

5 

septic) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  ( acute  septic ) 

- 

1 

2 

4 

1 

8 

Pyaemia  (including  joint  ill) 

- 

1 

4 

- 

7 

12 

Septicaemia  or  toxaemia 

- 

2 

1 

1 

3 

7 

Sv/ine  erysipelas  (acute) 

Turaours  (malignant  with 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

secondary  grov/ths) 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

Uraemia 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Immaturity 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

Other 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

2 

4 

13 

35 

27 

34 

113 
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SECTION  C 


G-  E N E R A L PUBLIC  HEALTH 


1A.  LATER  SUPPLIES 


The  v/hole  of  the  Borough  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  Dorset  •■■'ater 
Board.  The  supply  is  adequate  and  potable.  With  the  exception  of  four 
houses  (four  persons)  and  twenty  residential  caravans  (forty  persons) , 
vdiich  are  served  by  external  standpipes,  all  the  houses  and  residential 
caravans  in  the  Borough  have  the  supply  of  "water  brought  inside  to  a tap. 

Under  Part  III  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  local  authority  to  ascertain  the  sufficiency  and  v/hole someness  of 
water  supplies  in  their  district.  For  this  purxoose  the  public  health 
inspectors  regularly  sample  peripheral  mains  water.  The  samT^les  are 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laborator^^  for  bacteriological  examination. 
The  results  are  judged  by  the  standard  recommended  in  tlie  Fourth  Edition 
of  '"The  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water  Supplies"  issued  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security.  The  samples  are  also  examined 
by  the  public  health  insp^ectors  to  measure  the  residual  chlorine.  There 
should  be  sufficient  free  chlorine  in  the  mains  at  any  point  to  sterilise 
any  possible  pollution. 

The  table  below  summarises  the  results. 


Inspections  by  public  health  inspectors 

119 

Samples  taken 

12A 

Bacteriological 

examination 

Satisfactory 

122 

Uns  a t i s f ac t ory 

2 

Examination  for 

residual 

chlorine 

Satisfactory 

12i.i- 

Uns  ati sf act ory 

NIL 
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15.  DRAINAGE 


With  the  exception  of  less  than  twenty  premises  a sewer  is  available 
to  all  properties  within  the  Borough.  During  the  yeax  the  Coimcil  resolved: 

‘’That,  in  accordance  v/ith  the  provisions  of  Section  74  of  the 
Public  Plealth  Act,  193o,  upon  receipt  of  a request  from  the  owner 
or  the  occupier  of  any  private  residential  premises  to  which  a 
scv/er  is  not  available,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  be 
authorised  to  arrange  for  the  cesspool  at  the  property  concerned 
to  be  emptied  free  of  charge  not  more  frequently  than  once  in 
any  tv/olve  months.” 

The  public  health  inspectors  liave  the  duty  of  inspecting  and  testing 
new  drains  to  ensure  that  they  comply  with  the  standards  of  the  Building 
Regulations.  In  this  work  the  inspectors  visit  to  (a)  offer  advice, 

(b)  inspect  and  test,  (c)  retest  if  necessary  and  (d)  inspect  concreting 
and  backfilling. 

The  public  health  inspectors  are  also  involved  in  the  inspection 
of  old  drains,  many  of  which  in  the  older  parts  of  the  tovm  were  laid  over 
one  hundred  years  ago. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  work. 


Complaints  of  defective  and/or  choked 
drains,  se\/ers,  closets,  cesspools  etc. 

35 

Inspections  of  drains/ 
sellers,  etc. 

New 

323 

Exis  ting 

116 

Informal  notices  re 
defective  and/or  choked 
drains /sewers 

Served 

5 

Complied  with 

4 

Statutory  notices  re 
defective  and/or  choked 
drain  s/sewers  under  the 
Public  Plealth  Acts, 

1 936  and  1 961 . 

Served 

0 

Complied  v/ith 

0 

. j 
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16.  CARilVMS 


There  is  one  private  site  for  thirty  residential  caravans  for  which 
a site  licence  with  revised  conditions  was  issued  in  1970.  Works  to 
comply  with  the  revised  conditions  v/ere  carried  out  in  1971^  including  the 
connection  of  a water  supply  and  drainage  system  to  each  individual 
caravan.  Although  the  works  took  some  time  to  complete  the  site  has  heen 
ver^i^  much  impi'oved  y^rith  nev/  surfacings,  tree  plantings  and  hedges. 

One  residential  caravan  on  an  individual  site  is  also  licensed. 

The  Council  operates  a site  for  tvfcnty  residential  and  ton  touxing 
caravans. 

A licence  was  also  issued  fox’  the  use  of  a site  by  six  touxing 
caravans  for  overnight  stops.  The  site  is  a^^proved  for  use  during  the 
period  from  l6th  March  to  31st  October  but  must  be  clear  of  caravans 
betv/een  12  noon  and  4 jD.m.  each  day. 


Inspections  of  caravan  sites 

41 

Informal  notices 

Served 

3 

Complied  v/ith 

1 

I Statutor^^  notices  uinder 
the  Caravan  Sites  and 
Control  of  Development 

Act,  196c. 

Served 

c 

Complied  y/ith 

c 

Privately  owned 
sites 

1 No.  of  licences 

1 

Residential 

2 1 

Holiday 

1 

1 Privately  ov/ned 
; sites 

I No.  of  caravans 

Residential 

3'  1 

Holiday 

1 

i Local  authority 

j owned  sites 

1 No.  of  sites 

1 

Residential 

I 

1 

1 

Holiday 

1 

! Local  authority 

j owned  sites 

1 No.  of  caravans 

j 

RcsidentiaLl 

. 

1 

0 

<M  1 

j 

Holiday 

1C  j 
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17.  CLEiJ'T  AIR  acts,  1956  and  1968 


There  being  little  industry  in  the  Borough  there  are  only  a small 
nujnber  of  industrial  chimneys  and  almost  all  of  these  are  served  by  oil- 
burning furnaces.  Observations  are  made  from  time  to  time  to  ensure  that 
the  discharges  from  the  chimneys  comply  v/ith  the  Clean  Air  Acts. 

Some  nuisances  have  arisen  from  the  burning  of  rubbish  and  waste 
on  open  land  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  take  informal  action  in  two 
cases . 


Plans  submitted  to  the  Council  under  the  Building  Regulations  and 
Planning  Acts  are  perused  and  where  appropriate  the  persons  submitting 
plans  are  reminded  of  the  provisions  of  the  Acts.  Jiiyone  installiig  a 
furnace  (except  the  furnace  of  a domestic  boiler  of  less  than  55,000 
B.Th.U/houx  maximum  capacity)  is  required  to  notify  the  Council  before 
installation. 


Comjjlaints  received  re  contraventions 
of  the  Clean  Air  Acts 

Inspections 

a 

Informal  notices 

Served 

2 

Complied  y\^ith 

2 

Statutory  notices 
under  the  Clean  Air 
nets 

Served 

0 

Complied  v/ith 

0 

18.  GEThdlAL  INSPECTIONS  OF  THS  DISTRICT 

The  public  health  inspectors  continued  to  carry  out  routine 
inspections  of  the  district  for  the  detection  of  statutory  nuisances  and 
to  investigate  complaiints  received. 


Complaints  received 

64 

Inspections  of  statutory  nuisances 

1,954 

Informal  notices 

Served 

39 

Complied  with 

26 

Statutory  notices 
under  the  Public 

Health  Act , 1 93^ 

Served 

0 

Complied  with 

0 
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Infectious  diseases 


Public  health  inspectors  made  sixteen  visits  in  connection  with 
cases  of  ini’cctious  diseases » Swabs  w^ere  taken  from  the  main  sections 
of  the  public  sewer  for  the  detection  of  any  causes  of  enteric  disease. 

19.  WOPIIII'IG  COI'IDITIUNS  IN  FACTOFJES,  OPFICES  MTi  SHOPS 

(a)  Factories. 

Details  of  the  work  of  the  public  health  inspectors  under  the 
Factories  Acts  are  shovm  in  the  statutory  tables  belov/. 

F/ylTORIES  ACT,  1961  - P/HT  I 

FACT  CRIES  ON  THE  COUNCIL’S  RCGISTLR  AND  DETAILS  OF  INSlliiTTIONS  MADE 


Premises 

Number  on 
Register 

Inspections 

C’ritten 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1) 

Factories  in  vdiich 
sections  1 y2,3,h-»&  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
local  authorities 

5 

- 

i 

i 

! 

(2) 

I 

i 

I 

f 

I 

Factories  not  included 
in  ( 1 ) in  virhich 

Section  7 is  enforced 
by  local  authorities 

S8 

20 

2 

i 

(3) 

i 

I 

I 

i 

Other  premises  in 
v/hich  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  local 
au  thor  i tic  s ( c xc  luding 
out\t orker s ' premises ) 

- 

- 

i 

I 

I 

I 

93 

20 

2 

— 
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Factories  in  nillcii  kaects  poei'Jd 


) 

1 

1 

} 

Referred 

Number  of 
cases  in 
viiich  pros- 
ecut ions 
wore  I 

instituted 

Part iculars  ! 

i 

i 

Pound 

Remedied 

To  li.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

1 

IVi/'ant  of  cleanliness 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Overcrowding 

- 

- 

_ 

! 

Unreasonable 

ten^erature 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 

1 

- 

I 

1 Ineffective  drainage 
! of  floors 

- 

I 

I 

1 

j 

Sanitary  conveniences'; 

1 

i 

(a)  Insufficient 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

2 

3 

- 

- 

i 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  inc lu ding 
offences  relating  to 
outworkers'  premises 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i 

! 

i 

— 1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

TOTAL 

4 

\ 

I 

- 

- 

1 

1 

j 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  196I  - FART  VIII  - (QUTWOHK) 


Nature 

of 

work 

Section  133 

Section  134 

No.  of 
outworkers 
in  Augu-st 
list 

required  by 

Section 

113(l)(o) 

No.  of  'No.  of 

cases  of  'prosecu- 

default  in  | tions  for 

sending  j failure  to 

lists  to  j supply 

the  Council j lists 

I 

I 

No.  of 
instances 
of  -v/ork  in 
unwholesome 
premises 

Notices 

served 

i 

jProsecu-  | 

j tions  1 

I 1 

! i 

i 

1 

. i 

Y/earing 
apparel ; 
malcing 
etc ; 

cleaning 

and 

washing 

5^. 

1 

- 

_ 

_ 

( 

1 

! 

i 

! 

Nets, 

other 

than 

v/ire 

nets 

- 

1 

1 

i 

1 

All 
other 
types  of 
outv/ork 

1 

1 

1 

TOTAL 

5 

- 

r 

_ 

i j 

" J I 

(b)  Offices  and  Shops. 

Offices  and  shops  in  which  persons  are  emioloyed  for  more  tl'ian  Wenty 
hours  per  week  are  required  to  be  registered.  (Cro\TO  properties  and 
those  occupied  by  public  authorities  are  dealt  v/ith  by  H.M.  Inspector  of 
Factories.)  Routine  iaspections  continued  to  enforce  the  provisions  of 
the  iicts  and  Regulations  relating  to  cleanliness,  heating  and  ventilation, 
lighting,  sanitary  conveniences,  washing  facilities,  floors,  passages  and 
stairs,  and  dangerous  maclxLncry. 
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For  the  first  time  since  the  Act  came  into  force  no  notifications 
were  received  of  accidents.  It  is  difficiilt  to  imagine  that  not  one  of 
the  tvra  thousand  persons  employed  in  offices  and  shops  in  the  Borough 
did  not  have  a fall,  cut  themselves  or  suffered  some  similar  mishap  which 
resulted  in  them  being  off  work  for  more  than  three  days. 

The  following  information  extracted  from  the  annual  report  to 
the  Department  of  Dmployment  summarises  the  work  under  the  Act. 


Type  of  premises 

No. 

No.  of 

registered 

persons 

employed 

Offices 

107 

8I3 

Retail  shops 

139 

962 

Wholcsaile  shops, 
warehouses 

12 

103 

Catering  establislimcnts 
open  to  the  public, 
canteens 

27 

202 

1 Fuel  storage  depots 

2 

7 

Total 

287 

2,087 

Inspections 

126 

Served 

17 

Informal  notices 

Com])lied  with 

.0 

Statutory  notices 
under  the  Offices, 

Served 

0 

Shops  and  Railway 

Premises  Act,  19^3 

Complied  with 

0 
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20.  PEST  COR'IROL 


(a)  Rats  and  Mice. 

The  Coimcil  coritinued  to  provide  a service  for  the  destruction  of 
rats  and  mice.  No  charge  has  been  made  for  this  service  for  a number  of 
years  and  this  has  encoui’aged  the  notification  to  us  of  any  infestations. 
Occupiers  have  a legal  obligation  to  notify  the  Council  of  any  infestation 
of  their  property  by  rats  or  mice. 

The  work  is  summarised  below.  (inspections  by  the  public  health 
inspectors  made  principally  for  other  reasons,  e.g.  food  h3'giene,  housing, 
but  vhiich  would  include  a chock  for  any  infestation,  are  shovm  in  the 
appropriate  other  section  of  the  report  and  are  not  repeated  here.) 


Visits  by  public  health  inspectors 

31 

Visits  by  General  Assistant 

86l 

Complaints  received 

88 

Premises  inspected 

488 

Premises  found  to  be  infested 

92 

Informal  notices 

Served 

. 

0 

Complied  with 

0 

Statutory  notices 
under  the  Prevention 
of  Damage  by  Pests 

Act,  19A9 



Served 

0 

Complied  with 

0 

(b)  Other  Pests. 

The  Council  provides  a service  for  the  destruction  of  other  pests 
of  public  health  significance. 

In  accordance  with  the  powders  under  the  Riblic  Health  i^k)t,  1961, 
traps  are  maintained  on  suitable  buildings  to  catch  feral  pigeons. 


The  work  is  summarised  overleaf. 
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Visits  by  public  health  inspectors 

Visits  by  General  Assistant 

1,086  : 

Complaints  received 

66 

Premises  inspected 

52 

Premises  found  to  be  infested 

___  . 

i.,-9 

Informal  notices 

Served 

o' 

Complied  v/ith 

0 

Statutory  notices 
under  the  Public 

Health  Act,  1936 

Served 

0 

-p- 

Complied  with  I 0 

21 . R/.G  FLOCK  AIMD  OTHER  FILLBTG  MTE^ERIALS 


Under  the  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951^  premises 
v.here  filling  materials  are  used  (e.g.  upholstery)  must  bo  registered  with 
the  local  authority.  Premises  used  for  the  manufacture  or  storage  of  rag 
flock  must  be  licensed  by  the  local  authority.  Regulations  made  under 
the  Act  prescribe  standards  of  cleanliness  for  filling  materials.  No 
enforcement  action  Viras  necessary  during  the  year. 


Premises  licensed  for  the  manufacture 
or  storage  of  rag  flock 

NIL 

Premises  registered  for  the-  use'  of 
filling  materials 

3 
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SECTION  D 


OTHER  DUTIES 


22.  PETROIiB~iJ/I  (REG-ULATION)  ACTS,  1928  and  1936 

The  Petroleum  Acts  provide  for  the  locaJ.  authority  to  control  the 
storage  of  petroleum  spirit  by  licensing.  The  Council  has  adoi^ted  as 
standard  licensing  conditions  the  recommendations  set  out  in  the  Model 
Codes  issued  by  the  Home  Office.  Regulations  made  under  the  Acts  refer 
to  conditions  under  which  petroleum  and  other  inflammable  liquids  and 
substances  may  be  transported. 

A feature  of  recent  years  at  petroleum  filling  stations  has  been 
the  increase  of  stations  with  sclf-ser'dce  facilities  for  customers. 

After  consultation  vrlth  the  Chief  Fire  Officer  of  the  Coujity  brigade  the 
Council  has  ap^Droved  standard  conditions  for  (a)  pre-payment  self-service 
and  (b)  post-payment  self-service. 


Inspections  of  petroleum  installations 

i 

CO 

(M 

Informal  notices 

Served 

1 

Complied  with 

0 i 

1 

1 

Licences 

Renewal s 1.1.71 

A8  I 

i 

New  licences 

1 

1 

.1 

Self-service 

Pre -payment 

3 t 

! 

stations 

Post -payment 

1 ! 

{ 

23.  SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

In  1970  the  Council  received  representations  from  booksellers  and 
stationers  requesting  the  Council  to  make  an  Order  exempting  that  class  of 
shop  from  closing  on  one  half  day  each  week.  The  majority  of  booksellers 
and  stationers  voted  in  favour  of  exenption  and  therefore  the  Council  made 
an  Order  exempting  the  class  of  booksellers  and  stationers  from  the 
provisions  of  Section  1 of  the  Act.  The  Order  became  operative  on 
1st  February,  1971. 

Apart  from  those  trades  exempted  by  the  Act  (and  booksellers  and 
stationers  mentioned  above)  shops  in  the  Borough  are  required  to  close 
on  one  half  day  each  week. 
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21^,  scrap  ll^TAL  DSAUilE^ 


Dealers  in  scrap  metal  are  required  hy  the  Scrap  Metal  Dealers 
act,  1961,  to  register  with  the  local  authority.  Enforcement  of 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  relating  to  records  is  normally  undertalccn  hy 
the  police. 


j Scrap  metal  dealers  registered 

I 


i 


25.  PET  ANEL1.S 


Persons  who  keep  a pet  shop  may  do  so  only  under  licence  from  the 
local  authority  under  the  Pet  Animals  Act, 


( 

i Premises  licensed  as  a pet  shop 

2 

I 

i 

j Inspections  of  pet  shops 

~l 

I 1 
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